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And I have been doing my best to deal
with what is in the national interest. There
are two considerations here. We have to re-
duce our base capacity. That’s the most im-
portant thing. We have twice as much base
capacity as we need, more or less, for the
size of the military force we have. That is
a national security interest. And that is my
first and most important duty. But secondly,
under the law, economic impact was sup-
posed to be taken into account, and as nearly
as I can determine, it wasn’t anywhere—
never in these determinations, with the pos-
sible exception of the Red River Depot,
based on my reading of the report.

Now, the question is, is there a way to ac-
cept these recommendations, because even
though I think they’re far—they’re not as
good as what the Pentagon recommended
and they do a lot more economic harm for
very little extra security gain—is there a way
to accept them and minimize the economic
loss in the areas where I think it is plainly
excessive. And that is what we have been
working on. That is what I’ve been working
hard on. But I just want you to know that
I deeply resent the suggestion that this is
somehow a political deal.

I have not seen anything written anywhere
that the State of California lost 52 percent
of the jobs in the first three base closings
and that this commission took them back up
to nearly 50 percent in this one, even though
they only have 15 percent of the soldiers and
their unemployment rate is 50 percent above
the national average. I haven’t seen anywhere
what this was likely to do to the Hispanic
middle class and to the people of San Anto-
nio, Texas, unless we can save a lot of those
jobs there so that a lot of other things could
be put back in 10 or 11 places around the
country.

And I think that you folks need to look
at the real impact of this. I am trying to do
my job to reduce the capacity of the bases
in the country consistent with the national
interest and still be faithful to the statute re-
quiring us to deal with the economic impact
on these communities.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,

he referred to Gov. Tom Carper of Delaware and
Mayor Dennis Archer of Detroit, MI.

Statement on the Appointment of the
Chairman of the Commission on the
Roles and Capabilities of the United
States Intelligence Community
July 13, 1995

I am announcing today my intention to ap-
point Harold Brown to chair the congression-
ally mandated Commission on the Roles and
Capabilities of the United States Intelligence
Community. This appointment fills the post
held by Les Aspin. Like Les, Harold Brown
brings a rich combination of experience, cre-
ativity, and vision to this crucial job.

I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank former Senator Warren Rudman,
who so ably served as Acting Chairman in
the interim and who will again assume the
position of Vice Chairman. He and Tony
Harrington, as Acting Vice Chairman, have
done an excellent job keeping up the mo-
mentum of the Commission’s work. They and
the rest of the Commission are conducting
a thorough assessment of the kind of intel-
ligence community we will need to address
the security challenges of the future.

Harold Brown is a counselor at the Center
for Strategic and International Studies. Prior
to this post, he has served as Secretary of
Defense from 1977 to 1981. He also served
as Director of Defense Research and Engi-
neering from 1961 to 1965, and Secretary of
the Air Force from 1965 to 1969. In addition,
he was president of the California Institute
of Technology from 1969 to 1977, and he
was chairman of the Johns Hopkins Foreign
Policy Institute from 1984 to 1992.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report of the Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency
July 13, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
I am pleased to transmit the 1994 Annual

Report of the United States Arms Control
and Disarmament Agency (ACDA).

The ACDA was established in 1961 in part
because Dean Rusk, Secretary of State at that
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